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The Hopes of our FLOCKS; 
My YOUNGER BRETHREN 
In the | 


Evangelical MINISTRY. 


My dear BRET HREV. 


UR Aſcended REDEEMER in confer 
ring His Gifts upon His Churches, does 
therein Spargere Miſſilia, and ſcatter Medals, 

| like an Exalted King at his Coronation, or 

a Conquering Prince making a Triumphal Entry. 

From the Sacred Oracles, which have told us of this 

IWuftrious Matter, it is to be underſtood, that Well- 


Medal; have on them the Image ofthe Illuſtrious LORD 


who diſperſes them; that is to ſay, That the Preachers 


of the Goſpel, ſhould have the Image of their SAVI- 
OUR, very conſpicuous on them; and be Followers 


the GOOD ONE, in being Ful of Goodneſi; and be ſo 


Engaged in the conſtant and ſtedy Views of HIM, 
and of His Glory, as to he Changed into the ſams Image 


E Glory jo Glory, 
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Qualified Miniſters and Publiſhers of the Goſpel, ate 
the Medals, which the Holy One of the Lord, the Victo* * 
rious One, does caſt about, that His Churches may 
ſieze upon them. Now, tis to be Expected, that the 


— © 1 
= _—_ \ 3 m. 4 

* 

* an # + +.4a * 1 128 
4 pa Ss # T 
” F . * — * 
E 1 4 K : 
4 7 
. — 1 d — f 4 4 
Fe, . 0 N 


— —— 
— —— —— 2 —— — —— — — — — - — _ — — — 
7 


3 . ee 
Such Valuable Gifts have the Churches of NEW. 
ENGLAND often ſeen, in their YOUNG MINIS- 
TERS; Yea, and ſuch they do at this Day ſee, in 
very many of the YOUNG MINISTERS, where- 
with Heaven has Favoured them, and Enriched them. 
And one way to produce more ſuch, is to put the S- 
wvivers and the Succeeders, in mind of what has appear'd 
Laudable in ſuch, while they lived; and, employ their 
Death for the Excitation and Stimulation of the Living. 


It is among the Things hard to be underſtood, in the 
Divine Providence, and one of thoſe Things whereof it 
ſays, What I do, thou knoweſt not Now, but thou ſhalt know 
Hereafter: That ſo many YOUNG MINISTERS, 
and ſome of them very Bright ones, have not been ſuffer- 
ed to continue, by reaſon of Death, How have they ſhone 
in their flying upward! The pleas'd Spectators of their 
growing Luftre have promis'd themſelves to Rejoice in 
their Light for more than a little Seaſon, But all at 


once, They go out ; and they fall down in the huge 
Heap of Humane Aſbes. 


Whatever elſe may be the meaning of the Divine 
Providence in ſo dark and fad a Diſpenſation, the Acute 
Gentleman who makes the Funeral Oration upon the 
Death of the Learned Cunæus, has a pious Remark upon 
it; That whatever may be the Arcana Imperii in or- 
* dering of it, he cannot ſee the early Death any Emi- 
© nently Uſeful or Hopeful Perſons, but —— [. toties 


fl * fere Iratum ſceleribus noſtrs Numen crederem, ac pane 


id loco nobs irrogari : ] he apprehended the Wrath of 
-* GOD, therein puniſhing the Sins of them that have 
* ſuch Bleſſings taken from them. It is not every Mi- 
niſter, who reaches to the Years of that good Man, 
Mr. Jobn St. Nicolas, who Dedicated his, Hiſtory of Bap- 
fiſm, to the Governows and Miniſters of NEW-ENG- 
LAND, with declaring himſelf a moſt affectionate 
$ympatbizer in the Js, and Fears and Syrrows of the 
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(3) 
Plantation, and who continued ſerving of His Lord, 
until he was Ninety five Years of Age. 
Of them whom the Afferuł, in our Catalogue of Gra- 
duates have diſtinguiſhed as, Cadentia Sydera, how many 
ſhall we find ſetting before ever they — their Me- 
ridian! Many Years ago I had occaſion in one SER 
MON, which I Entitruſed, Vigilantim, to do my pa 
in my poor and mean way for the Embalming of SE- 
VEN worthy YOUNG MINISTERS, all of which 
Expited within à little while of one another. And 
now again, I might commemorate more than TWICE 
SEVEN ſuch, among which, an HOLBROOK, and 
a WALTER, and a STANTON, for whom a præ- 
mature Mortality, within a little while, has turned the 
Raiſed Expe&ations of our Churches into Humbling 
Lamentations. 
— Our WALDRON is one of theſe ; who beſides his 
other Qualifications, had this to Recommend him z 
That he was one Entirely in the Sentiments, which 
the Memorable MATTHEW HENRY, expreſs d a 
few Minutes before he died; A Life ſhemt i in the Service | 
of GOD, and communion with Him, u the woſt comfort 4 
ble Life, that any can live in the World, 1 
In the ſeveral Times of Prayer which the United Mis | 
niſters of BOSTON kept on the behalf of their ſick 1 
Friend, with ſatisfaction I obſerved how agreeably and 
parherically, all they whoſe Age was the neareſt unto  } 
Hs, did in their Excellent Prayers,” cry mightily unto 
GOD, that the Cafe of this their Brother, might have 
an Holy and Potent Influence upon them, to render 
them Diligent, and Vigilant, and Abundant in the work 
of the Lord, and quicken their Diſpatch of what their, 
Hand finds to do. 
It was my Obſerving the lively Tenour of their Ad- 
Dreſſes to Heaven on this Occaſion, that has now put 
me upon Addrefling of YOU, with moſt A ffectionate 


Þ<monſtrances and Remembrances, of what ſuch. 2 


A 3 Death 
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Death does livelily and loudly call both Old and Young | 


unto- 

Ferom, in his Book, De vitie patrum, relates that Fa- 
ther Copres, beholding a ſick Brother afraid of Dying, 
ſaid, Ay Son, why art thou ſo unready and unwilling to go? 
L Accuſatrix, uti video, Ignaviz tuæ tecum pergit con- 
ſcientia ] I doubt thou carrieſt away with thee, a Conſci- 
ence which accuſes thee of Slothfulneſ in the Diſcharge of th 
Miniſtry, that can't be anſwer'd for. That we may be 4 
Ready and Willing to go, as our dear Waldron was, I 
now bring HIM in, to awaken the Concern of his 
Brethren, that in the Diſcharge of their Miniftry, they 
may have the Teſtimony. of their Conſcience, that they 
have been hard at work for their Glorious LORD, and 
have uſed all good Fidelity. | 

My Brethren; A glorious CHRIST has committed 
His Flocks into your Hands; and the LORD of 
HOSTS, who orders the Dimen/jons as well as the o- 
ther Circumſtances of the Worſbipping Aſſemblies, which 
are peculiarly the HOSTS of the LORD, has order'd 


ſome of them to be but little, little Flocks; yet they are 


ſuch as the SON of GOD, (who is GOD) has Bought 
with Hu own Blood, & are well worthy of Your Sweat, 
and of all the pains that you can beſtow upon them. 
The Gracious Henry Dent, one of the Miniſters which 
the Infamous Bartholomew- Act had ſilenced, walked e- 
very week Winter and Summer, more than Four Miles, 
to preach to about Twenty poor People; and tho he 
had very little for his pains, he cheerfully ſaid, He that 


ſets me to work will pay me my Wages. Our Father Jacob, 


could give this Report of his attendence on the Flocks 
of Lahan; In the Day-time I was conſumed with Heat, and 
in the Night with Froſt, and my Sleep departed from my Epec. 
But is there any Compariſon between the Flocks of a 
Laban, and the Flocks of our SAVIOUR ? Certainly, 
Theſe deſerve all that we can Do, or Bear for them 


Our F. Dyke in his, Caveat for Arghippms, has well exe 
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preſſed it; For 2 Man to ſpend ba Body in the work of thi 
Miniſtry, I hold it the next Degree of Honour to the Crown 
of Martyrdom. 8 

You will with the Eye-Service of CHRIST-pleaſers, 
exceedingly Realize it and Conſider it, That you have 
your Mafters- Eye always upon you; and that you are 
at work for a Glorious LORD who declares from Hea- 
ven to you, 1 know thy Works and thy Service and thy Pati- 
ence; and will not Forget the Labour of your love unto 
HIM. You therefore will give yourſelves anto Reading 
that from the Treaſures wherewith nothing but 
Study will furniſh you, there may be well- fudied Sermons 
ever prepared and preſented for your Offerings to the 
LORD; and you may not only feed them with Ra- 
ledge, but alſo do it with Underſtanding, and ſo Intelli- 
gibly as to be well underſtood by them: Aiming, as 
one ſays, rather to make your People Scholars, than to 
prove that you yourſelves are Scholars: But aiming at 
the ſame time, to be not only ſhining Lights, but alſo 
burning Ones, and move the Afﬀetions of your People, 
as well as to help their 1 22 In ſo do- 
ing, yon will watchfuly diftinguiſh the ſeveral 
conditions to be accommodated, that fo the whole 
Houſbold may have a ſuitable Food, in the due ſeaſon there- 
of. And in your Prayers alſo, you will teach them to 
pray, and contrive in the moſt Efficacious manner, to 
pray down into them the Graces of the New Creature; 
and pray them into the Duties of a Godly and a Sober 
and Righteow Life. In your Paſtoral Viſits you will Ex- 
Bort, and Comfort, and Charge every one of them, as a Father 
doth bu Children, You will enquire into their Fate, and 
will tender your Beſt Advice unto them, and will dif- 
perſe the ſavoury Books, which may leave the Salt of 
Truth among them. You will often have your Thoughts 
upon that Queſtion, What further Service may I do for 
the dear People, whom I am to 7 in the ſtrength of the Lord? 
AG, tagely be wich any of chem, 'withgue Thinking, . 
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What ſentenc you may let fall, that may be worth fees 


bring with them. ; | 

In a Word, The adding of one Soul to the Myftical 
Body of your SAVIOUR by your Miniftry, and the 
gaining of one Soul to be your Crown when you meet 
ſuch an one inthe City of GOD; This you will eſteem, 
a much Better Thing, than if the Richeſt Farm in the 
Countrey were beſtow'd upon you. 5 


But I may not leave it unmentioned, That one 
Thing which our Churches much depend upon, is, 
That their Servants are true Men, and that you will not 
prove Treacherous to them, in Deſerting thoſe princi- 
ples of the Evangelical Church-ſtate, upon which they 
have been hitherto eftabliſhed ; But be like that well- 
diſpoſed, but Perſecuted Non · Conformiſt, who was no- 
ted for ſometimes thus expreſſing the ſum of the mat- 
ter: I am for what GOD has commanded, and only for 
what HE has commanded ; And for Loyalty to CHRIST as 
the KING of the Church; and Zeal for the Second Com- 
mandment, Thoſe PRINCIPLES are ſo Noble, and 
ſo Generous, and ſo Rational, and have the Geſpel and 
the moſt primitive of the Chri/tian Antiquity ſo evidently 
on their ſide, and are ſo evidently - Calculated for the 
Intereſts of PIETY and LIBERTY ; that they will he 


the perpetual Beauty and Safety of the Churches that 


are walking in them. We have no cauſe to be Aſhamed 
of them ; No, Let thoſe be aſhamed who without a cauſe 
do Tranſgreß againſt them, or Pepert from them. 


A late Hiſtorian has related the Sorrow & Horror that 
ſome Deſerters have died withal, and ſuch as while they 
lived never could publickly Read the Common prager 
without ſuch a Trembling that they could hardly hold 
the Book in their hands. Whatever may be faid of 


thoſe that have had another Education, it may be 


wondred if ſuch as hays been educated in our Shurches 
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becoming Apoftates from the Religion f the ſecond Com 
manded which they are built upon, be not left unto 
what may teſtify, That GOD « not well pleaſed with 
them, Of you, my Brethren, we are perſwaded, that 
you will not be led away, nor fall from your own ſtedfaſt- 
neß; But that you will be of the ſame Judgment, with 
that great Man, Oliver Bowles, who, after the moſt e- 
minent Perſons in the Church of England, had unſuc- 
ceſsfully raken unwearied pains to draw him over to 
them; when he lay a dying, upon being asked, What be 
diſliked in Conformity, replyed, The WHOLE of it. This 
is the perſwaſion, wherein tis hoped, you will be ſo 
fedfaſt, that no Temptation will be able to ſeduce you 
from it- Tho' you may propheſy in Sackcloth, you will 
rejoice in the Dignity of being owned by your Glorious 
LORD among His Faithfuz Witneſſes. | 


Ik in your thus fulfilling of your Minifry, you meet 
with heavy Diſcouragements, by grievous Defrauda- 
tions from Ungrateful People, you will apprehend 
yaurſelves but under a Trial of your Love to your SA- 
VIOUR, and of your Faith in Him for fulfilling the 
Sixth Chapter of Matthew unto you ; And when Patience 
has had its perfe work, the GOD of patience will be the 
GOD of Conſolation ; and having been ſo Tried, your Be- 
haviour will be found unto Praiſe and Honour and Glory, 
at the appearing of FESUS CHRIST ; When in the Holy 
City, the Book of Remembrance will be opened, and He will 
publiſh all the Service: & Sufferings of the Men whom the 
King of Heaven will delight then to Honour, according to 
the Delight which they now took to Honour Him ; and 
aſſign unto them a Crown of Righteouſneſs, Thus Diſpos'd, 
Thus Engag'd, if it ſhould be your Portion to Die near 
the Age of a WALDRON, it will be with the. Hope, & 
Peace, of ſuch a Rigbteom One in your Death: And 
you will not complain, that you too ſoon Enter into 


your Maſters Toy, | 
> NS Ac: 


(8) 

Accept theſe Thoughts, of One who tho' he has 
been more than Forty-ſeven Years, (indeed weakly. ſ 
enough) at Work in the Aſſemblies of Zion, yet ſub» 
{cribes himſelf, 


Syrs, 


Your Brother and Servant, 


C. Mather; 


Audite Senem, Juuenes, Quen——; 
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UR Glorious REDEEMER is ho ſons 
Sort, this Day dojng That for us, which He 
did for His Three Favourites, Whom He 
\ catried-up into the Holy Mountain, where: 
He made know unto them Hi Power and Hu" dann, 
and maile them the Eye-witmſſes of Hs Maj fp. * 
Tis diſputed, where the Mountain ſtands, ue 
the Seat ofetis Glorious Tranſaction; and whether: 
fit Wes Tau or no. But I can tell, where we are, 
Ihen we ate admitted as we are, this Day, to be par- 
1 Lakers wich Peter and Jener and Jahr, in Het Felle 
Among the Removes of dhe Erratic ' Church in the: | 
Hilderneß, e find one of their Stations to be at, HOR. 
HAGID GAD; which fignifies, '' 4 - Mounthin/ of Fali- 
city. Where ate Wwe now, but in, A Mountain of Fuli- 


city? Or, Shall we ſay, Monne SHAPHER ?. That is 


to ſay; A Anu of Delight? And ſay, Tis good to he bert. 
Having ſaid unto His Diſciples, There ate ſome fa. 
N 1. berg, that hal not taſte of Death: till they ſee the Son of: 
Man coming in Hi Kingdom : The Thing was marvel : 
5 Poul fulfilled. The * aſſigned unto the 2 ＋ 
2 2 


| 

2 An Happy Departure. 
Man in the Viſions and Prophecies of Daniel, has 

? 1382 It has firſt the State of a Little Stone, 
They that ſaw the Aſcenſion of the Riſen .JESUS, 
which was within leſs than a Year after This, and the 
Gifts then diſpenſed by Him for the Propagation of 
His Kingdom, then ſaw Him coming in Hu Kingdom. 
They that were then ſtanding there, did actually ſee it. 
It muſt anon have the State of a Great Mountain. This 
will be when the Son of Man comes in the Clouds of Hea- 
ven, at and for the Deſtruction of the Roman Empire, 
in the Final and Papal Form of it. They who were 
then ſtanding there, could not live to ſee the Actual Ar- 
rival of This: But yet, even ſome of Theſe alſo ſaw 
it in a wondrous Exhibition of it ; They had the Sight, 
in a Tranifiguration of our Bleſſed JESUS; upon a cer- 
tain Mountain, where H Face ſhone as the Sun, und His 
Raiment was white as the Light: And behold; There ap- 
peared Moſes, and Elias talking with Him. E 
This will be the Condition of Things, at Hi Con 
ing in Hi Kingdom. Here was firſt, one who Died, and 
was Railed from the Dead. And then, Here was one, 
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who never Died, but with a Change paſsd upon him, 


was cangbt up unto the Lord. Thus, at . 


and in the Ring dom, of our LORD; There will be thoſe 
whom He will Raiſe from the Dead, and fetch away to 


join His deſcending Retinue, and ſo bring tbem with 


Him. Theſe will be made equal to the Angels, and be 


the Inhabitants of the New Heavens, and be forever with 
the Lord in the Holy City. There will alſu be thoſe whO 


being found alive, ſhall never: dy, but be with a mighty 


Change wrought upon them, Caught up to met the Lord, 


aud be ſated from the general Conflagratlon, and after-- 
Wards Inhabit the New Earth, in a Deathleſ and Sinleß 
poſſeſſion of a World that ſhall have no Curſe upon it, 


and Circumſtances which the LX V Chapter of 1/ais 


has deicribed unto 13S, * Ea . «Hh 7 I. N. denn 
o wx, 1 775 
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An Happy Departure. 3 


This Exhibition of our Lord Coming in Hs Kingdom, 
the ſight whereof had been promiſed, was after Six days 
granted unto ſome that were then fanding there, in this 
Transfiguration of our SAVIOUR. An Intimation, that 
After Six grand Periods, anſwering to the Six days of 
the Creation, there would come the grand Sabbatiſm, 
wherein what had been thus exhibited ſhall be all ac- 
compliſhed. ar | +£6 

In this Repreſentation of the Kingdom, we have two 
Glirified Sains appearing in their Bodies, and conferring 
with our SAVIOUR. As for Elias, we know, he had 
his Body by à Tranſlation preſerved and ſecured unto 
him (as Enoch had his) above nine hundred & thirty Years 
before. But there is among us Mortals, as well as once 
among the Angels; à Diſpute about the Body of Moſes, We 
are certain, that Moſes was dead. But it is now Cer- 
tain, that he was, when and how we know not, Raiſed 
from the Dead. Maimonides the Jew, agrees with the 
Talmud, for This; and our Capellus thinks they fetched 
their Opinion of the Talmud from the Hiſtory. of the 
Goſpel now before us. Nay, Philog who lived about, or 
be fore, the Time that our Goſpel was written, had Broad 
Hints, that the Body of Moſes was then come to be like 
the Body of Elias. But then, the Difficulty will be, 
How to reconcile This, to what we read, Col. I. 18. 
He i the Fir ſt. born from the dead. For this, What if it 
ſhould be taken in an Adive Senſe? As when we read 
of our SAVIOUR, He « ibe Firſt- born of every Creature, 
it may be read, He u the firſt Producer of every Creature: 
L And when He is called, The Beginning of the Creation, 
the meaning is, He gave Beginning to the Creation :7] So, 
when. we read, He's the Firſt-born from the dead, or, of 
170 Riſe from the Dead - But, I wave That, and 
think it enough to ſay, The Firſt-born, is as much as 
to ſay, The Heir, The Lord; or, He that has the Do- 
minjon. Our SAVIOUR is, The Firſt born of tbe Riſen 
from the dead, inaſmuch as they all belong to _ ; 
Alle: | _ "TG 


| any more ſhould Riſe from the Dead. Indeed, This ons 


=. An Happy Departure: 
He has the Dominion over them. Well, But what ſhall 
we ſay, to what we read, 1. Cor. XV. 20. He i became 
the Firſt fruits of them that ſlept? Why, [ waving the 
Philology of thoſe, who under the Greek word, The 
Commander, or, The General: | The Firft-fruits were 
they which gave the Aſſurance of 2 following Harveſt, 
Now, the Reſurrection of Moſes gave no aſſurance, that 


Extraordinary Exception, had it been known, as it was 
not, in the Church of GOD, could be no prejudice 
to the Aﬀertion, That the Raiſed from the dead folow 
the Bleſſed FESUS ; any more than it is a contradiction 
to that Aſſertion, Ie « appointed unta Men once to dy, that 
there has been an Extraordinary Exception of Two that 
never dyed. It is enough, that the Refurrect ion of our 
SAVIOUR, is the only one, which has given Aſſurance 
of His People Riſing after Him. He Roſe as tie Head 
of that Myſtical Body, whereof we are the Members. 
He now ſays to us, Tu becauſe I live, that you ſhall alſo live. 
Let us now draw near, to hear the Conference now 
carried on between theſe Glorified Ones: Wherbin, tru- 
ly, Syrs, we are got far om the Ring dum of GOD. © 

What would one have-given to have heard the Holy 
and Sublime Conference between Moſes and Aaron, when 
they were walking up to the Mountain, where one of 
them was to Expire immediately 2. 

What would one have given, to have heard the Sub“ 
lime and Holy Conferrence beween Ella and Eliſpa, 
when they were waiting for the Fiey\Chariot wherein 
one of them was preſently to have his Raptute into the 
high Mountain of GOD! ee 1 8992 

Behold, we are admitted this Day to an Enjoy- 
ment, ſomewhat Analogous to ſuch a priviledge; yea, 
to ſome what Superiour tò it 101 1 L fn 

When we ſee Moſes and Elias, in Glory, Talking with 
our SAVIOUR on the Holy Mountain, we cannot but 
wiſh- to know ſomething, if it might bs known, — T 
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what paſſed in this Glorious Converſation 53 The mat. 
ter of the Conference, Oh ! might me draw near, and 
liften and hearken to it, and carry away ſomething 
of it! The Holy Spirit gave no Direction unto His 
Evangelift Matthew, to Report any Thing ſpoken in 
this Heavenly Interview. And if on ſuch a Silence we 
might be allow'd a Liberty for Comecture, it would very 
probably be no miſtake for us, to ſuppoſe, That the 
Glorified Servants of GOD now paid their Homage un- 
to our SAVIOUR, and own'd Him as the Author and 
the Giver of all the Glory, in which they now appear- 
ed. Yea, why may we not ſuppoſe, That they ac- 
knowledged our SA VIOUR, as having done for them, 
all thoſe Glorious Things, which were done for them, 
and by them, while they were yet here below in the 
Days of their Pilgrimage. ; 
Might not MOSES well ſay ; © O my SAVIOUR, 
© Thou art He who didſt with fo much Good Will ſhow 
©. thy ſelf unto me in the Burning Buſb that was not 
* conſumed, and make me the leader of thy choſen 
People! Might he not well ſay, O my SAVI- 
OUR, Thou art He, who did by my Hand, work 
* wonders in Phargobs Court, and in the Land of Ham, 
and bring thy People out of their grievous Bondage 


© And when the Nobles of Iſrael then ſaw GOD, thou : 


* waſt the GOD whom they ſaw- Might he not well 
ſay; O my SAVIOUR, Thou are He, who didft 
* call me up into the flaming: Mountain, and ſuſtain 
me Twice Forty Days faſting there, and ſhow me thy 
© Statutes and Judgments; and it was thy Voice, which 
by the Miniſtration of Angels, did publiſh thy Law 
5 from thence, with the ſound of an awful Trumpet 4 
Might he not well ſay; O my SAVIOUR, Thou art 
He who didſt feed with Manna the People unde 
4 12 in the Wilderneß. and cauſe the Water of 
the Rock to follow them | It was thy Cloud, that 
1 


m | 
he, 5 
. in: the! Days and comforted theminy 
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© the Night, It was Thou, who didft enable me with 
© Patience to ſuffer their Manners, and who didſt ſup- 
© preſs and puniſh the Rage of their Murmurs againſt 
© me. And it was in thy Arms, that I fell aſleep, at 
© the laft ! | 
Might not ELIAS well ſay; O my SAVIOUR; 
© Thou art He, who didſt Employ me, to Reform thy 
* Apoſtatized People, and to turn the Diſobedient unto 
© the Wiſdom of the Fuſt: and ſend Fire down from 
© Heaven, upon them that would have hurt me; and 
* by my Hand cut off a Generation of Idolaters! Might 
he not well ſay; O my SAVIOUR, Thou art He, 
* who didſt make uſe of me in working of amazing 
© Miracles; It was thou who didſt multiply the Widows 
© Meal and Oyl; It was thou who didft Raiſe the 
© Dead Child upon my praving over it. Might he not 
well ſay ; O my SAVIOUR, Thou art He who didft, 
© give me power to ſhut Heaven and open it, for the com- 
ing of Rain upon the Earth; O Thou, who baſt all 
© power in Heaven and Earth, It was thou who didft, 
© ſend thy Ravens to feed me; yea, and fend: thy An- 
© gels to Releeve me, to Direct me, to Strengthen me! 
Might he not well ſay; O my SAVIOUR, It was. 
* thy Chariot that at laſt fetched me away from a, 
World wherein I was weary of my Life. It was thy 
© order for it, that procured my Tranſlation into thy 
© Paradiſe. Rein d en 
And certainly, They might both of them very well 
fay; O our Dear SAVIOUR, The Glory wherein, 
* we now appear to Thee, is what Thou haft procur-. 
© ed-for us. We had never ſeen this Glory, if our Faith, 
g in Thee, and thy Grace to us, had not brought us un- 
Seer SAN i | 
But, Behold; While we are gueſſing what might, 
bave paſſed in the Glorious Converſation,” between our 
Transfigured SAVIOUR, and His glorified *Servants, , | 
as we might have done, if we had enjoy d no 3 | 
| c 
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Acconnt of it, than what the-Gofpel of Matthew has 
given us ; the Evangeliſt Luke is permitted by the Holy 
Spirit, more particularly to gratify. us, and edify us, 
with a certain Account of one very Illuftrious Article, 
which their Diſcourſe gid inſiſt upon. Conſulting that 
Evangeliſt, we finde They ſpake of Hz Deceaſe, which 
He ſhould accompliſh at Feruſalem- And accordingly, 
after Thu, we find our SAVIOUR inculcating this 


matter upon His Diſciples more than ever, That the 
Son of Man ſhould he betray'd into the Hands of 7 and 


be killed, but on the Third Day Riſe from the Dead. V This, 
This, was the Illuſtrious Article they talked of. Moſes 
and Elias long'd for the time, when their SAVIOUR 
ſhould Aſcend into their Heavenly Regions, and fit upon 
the Throne of Hu Glory there. But they now give one 
another to. underſtand OThat He muſt firſt of all Dy a 
cruel Death, and Riſe from the Dead. There is a Re- 
markable Term uſed here, to expreſs the Death of our 
SAVIOUR, which I foreſee ſome occaſion anon to 
touch upon- The Thing we have now to do, is to 
entertain ſome DOCTRINE), which preſent them- 
ſelves, as the Angels did of old unto the Patriarchs, for 
ſome entertainment with us. | 


The Firſt Obſervation- 


At and by Death, we Depart from tha World, and from 
all our Temporal Circumſtances in the World. 


The Death of our SAVIOUR, is here deſcribed by 
a word, that ſignifies, A Departure. And on the Day 


when He Died, He ſpoke of Himſelf as departing into” 


Paradiſe. Death is called, Joſh. XXIII. 14. A going the * 
way of all the Earth. But this is a going away from the 
Face of the Earth; a Departure into another World. 


One defirous to Dy, ſays, Phil. I. 23. 1 defire to Depart. 


A Man that is Dead, is _ that is gone. He is gone to 
ITE) ; C | a 
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2 long, | Home; He is gone whence he ſbal not return; He 


— 2-2 


is gane where that word is fulfil'd upon him; Job. VII. 
10. He ſhall return no more to hu Houſe, neither ſhall hu 
place know him any more, And that word; Job. XX. 9. 
The Eye which ſam him, ſhall ſee him no more, neither ſhall 
has. place any more behold him. 6 

Firſt, The Term to which, the Dead make their De- 
parture; This is An Inviſible World. Our Departure at 
and by our Death is into an Hades, Our Death is our 
diſcppearance from among the living. Yea, The union 
between our Bodies and our Spirits, being diſſolved by 
our Death, *tis two ſeveral ways, that they make their 


Departure: Thoſe two ways, Eccl. XII. 7. Then ſhall 


the Duſt return to the Earth as it was, and the Spirit ſhall re- 
turn unto GOD who gave it, Our Bodies ; theſe Depart 
into the Pit of Corruption; They are Buried, and Cover« 
ed, from the ſight of the Survivers 3 They moulder in- 
to Daſt and Aſhes, Our Spirits; theſe Depart, either 
into a Garden of GOD, where the Souls of the Righ- 
teous have their Manſions ; or into a. Priſon, where they 
have Chains of Darkneſs upon them, with a Fearful Ex- 
ation of a fiery Indignation to devour them. 

Secondly ; The Term from. which the Dead make 
their Departure; This is, This Viſible World, and all that 
is in the World. Such a Departure it is, as what we are 
told of; Eccl. IX. 6. The Dead have not any more a portion 


forever, in any thing that' done under the Sun. More 


particularly, | | b 
Firſt. In our Dying we depart from all the Appear- 


ance which we once made in this World. So we read, 


Jam. IV 14. What # your Life? It # even a Vapour that 
appeareth for a little time, and then vaniſhes away. Our 
Dying, what is it, but our Evanition; Our ceaſing to 


Appear among the living? Whatever we have appeared, 


and wherever we have appeared, when we are Dead, 
we are ſo departed, that we appear ſuch and there no 
Pore, What is become of the Cloud, when W 
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bas diſperſed it? What is become of the Snow, when 
che Heat has conſumed it? It is departed; It appears no 
more. The Spirit of GOD has painted out our Mor- 
| zality to us by thoſe lively Metaphors. And there is yet 
another Figure, by which He has made our departure 
yet more ſenſible unto us. Tis that; The Wind paſſeth 
over the Flowre and it u gone; and the place thereof ſhall 
know it no more. | 

Secondly. In our Dying we depart from the Employ- 
ments, to which we did in this World, apply ourſelves. 
The Employments, which here took up very much of our 
time, our Death is a departure from them. When a Man 
dies, all the Buſineſs of this World, is over with him- 
We read, Eccl. IX. 10. There à no work in the Grave, 
whit ber thou goeſt, If a Man had his Work, in the Field, 
by dying he departs from it, and the Clods of the Valley 
cover bim. If his Work lay in the Store houſe, by Dying 

he departs from it, and when he dies, he carries nothing 
away. If his Work lay in the Shop, he now departs from 
it; and his Goods flow away in the day of bu Dgdth. If 


* 
- 


his Work lay in the Ship, he now departs from F he is 


waſhed over-board, and the roaring Billows Death 
ſwallow him up. And if the Man had come and gone 
to the place of the Holy, be us now Buried; He is departed 
from the Aſſemblies of Zion, and goes no more with 
the multitude unto the Houſe of God. 3 
Thirdly. In our Dying we depart from the Enjoyments, 
with which we did in this World comfort 'ourſelves. 
The Enjoyments with which our Fleſh was here grati- 
fied, our Death is a departure from them. When a Man 
Dies, he has done with all the Reliſhables of chis 
World: He goes, as we read, Job. X. 21, 22 To the 
land of Darkueſs, and the ſhatlow of Death; and where the 
Light u as Darkneſs, If a Man's Relatives gave light un- 
to him, in Dying he departs from them; he leaves his 
| Widow and his Orphans ; others that were once his Com- 
forters, are now Mourners, becauſe he is gone from —_— 
* C 2 
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If he had the Light of GOD ſhining on and in his 7a+ 
bernacle, in Dying he departs from his Table to the Grave 
where Death feeds upon him ; from his Lodging, to the 
Cheſt where a Death-ſhroud is made his covering. If he 
had Wealth to yield ſome /ight unto him; in Dying he 
departs from it; and it « certain, he can carry nothing away 
with him. If he had the /ight of Honour putting a Luſtre 
upon him, in Dying he departs from it; it is put out in 
Obſcure darkneſs, and his Honour « laid in the Duſt. They 
that moſt wallowed in ſenſual pleaſures, and had the 
Delights of the largeſt Empires, when their Breath goes 
Forth, now they are departed from them; All that can 
be ſaid, is, Remember, That in thy life-time, thou didſt Re- 
ceive thy Good Things A Word whereof one of the 
greateſt Men in the World, - above a Thouſand Years 
ago, declared, He always trembled at the Reading of it! 
And now, Let us make a due Improvement of this 
Admonition. 

Firſt. Are we ſhortly to depart from this World ? 


Examine yourſelves, O all ye People every one of you, ſe- 


riouſly, ſollicitouſly, impartially examine yourſelves, 
Have I yet made Ready for my departure? A wiſe Man 
could ſay, 2. Tim. IV. 6. I am now ready to be Offered, 
and the time of my departure c at hand. We are not only 
ſure, that we ſhall one day depart out of this World, but 
we may allo ſay, The time of my departure j at band: It 
won't be long before we depart ; Nay, we cannot ſay, 
How ſoen. He was an old Man, who could ſay, I know 
wot the day of my Death, But the young may ſay ſo too. 
Hearken co me; You that are as it were but juft come 
into the World, may be called immediately, and the 
firſt of any, to depart out of the World, Well, but 
now, my Friends, can you ſay, I am ready to offer my 
ſelf unto the Call of God? Oh! Retire and Think ; 
am ſhortly to depart, But am ] in ſuch Terms with Hea- 
ven, that I ſhall depart in ſafety, Rejoicing in the Hope of 
going io the Glory of Gt; Think, /bjther, Ob | whither 
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am I making my departure? Am I departing into the Reſt 
that remains for the People of God? Or, Am 1 departin 
into a-devouring Fire, into Eternal Burnings ? Make theſe 
the Thoughts of thu Evening; I ſay, Thu Evening, -— 
becauſe thou knoweſt not, O Dying Man, but This 
Night thy Soul may be required of thee, But leave thetn 
not, until you feel a ©uickening Efficacy of them. 
Secondly. Are we ſhortly to depart from this World 2 
Let us 1 as faſt as we can, what we are to do be- 
fore we depart, This was the uſe, long ago made of it! 
Eccl. IX, 10. Do with thy Might what the Hand finds to 
do, for there is no work in the Grave, whither thou art going. 
Souls, What have you to do, before your departure ? 
Oh ! That this Queftion were duly pondered with 
you ; What have I yet left undone, that ſhould be done, and 
that I ſhall wiſh to have done, before my departure out of this 
World? Having diſcovered it, Now ſet about the do- 
ing of it, with all the Concern, all the Vigour, all the 
Diſpatch imaginable. Oh! Delay not; Linger not. 


come upon you: And then it will be too late for you to 
do, what you ſhould not have neglected the doing ol. 
All too late! 

Thirdly. Are we ſhortly to depart out of this World ? 
Let us look upon every thing of this World, with the 
weaned Heart of one departing from it. It was the Cry 
made unto the People of GOD, in a Land wherein 
they promiſed a Reſt unto themſelves ; Mic. II. 10. 
Depart ; For this is not yonr Reſt, Every thing, of this 
World, wherein we may flatter ourſelves with hopes of 
Satisfaction, ſo calls upon us, Man, thou' art anon to de- 
part from hence; No Satisfaction is here to be looked for. 
Chriſtian, Dy daily ; Maintain the ſentiments of a dying 


Man, concerning all the Objects, which thou doſt in 


this World converſe withal. Caſt upon all theſe Ob- 


es, the Eye of a dying Man, and of one that is going 


from them. Look upon thy deſirable things, and BY. 
4 2 my 
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My dear Creature, I am quickly to depart from thee? Des 
part out of this World, by dropping of thy Eager Paſſi- 
ons for it before the Angel of Death come to fetch thee 
out of it- Let this Meditation, &# the ſtrength of thy 
Appetites, for all things here below. If thou doſt not 
fo purſue and obtain a Mortification upon the Luft of the 
Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, thy 
faithful SAVIOUR will bring thee to it, with Rilling 
difpenſations of His Providence. Oh! Be moſt Alive, 
in thy Affection, to a CHRIST, and the things that are 
Above where He is, This will by and by make thy de- 
parture eaſy to thee. ; 

Fourthly. We are ſhortly to depart out of this World; 
My Brethren, Let us make ſure of a glorioa departure. 
Such a Bleſſedneſs there is to be had, as, A gloriows de- 
parture, You will have a gloriozs departure out of this 
World, if your laſt Moments are ſweetened, with the 
Ele#ing, the Redeeming, the Pardoning Love of GOD 
brought home unto your Souls; A joyful aſſurance of 
your Eſpouſal unto your SAVIOUR ; A Triumph o- 
ver the Sting and Fear of Death, with a Joy unſpeakable 
and full of Glory, You will have a glorious departure, if 
the Angels of your SAVIOUR become your convoy, 


and accompany you in your paſſing thro' the Valley of 


the ſhadow of Death: The Morning Stars then Singing to- 
gether with you, and the Sons of God ſhouting with Foy 
for your Arrival. You will have a glorious departure, if 
you are favourably entertained with your SAVIOUR, 
and are preſented faultleſs before the preſence of Hu Glory 
with exceeding Joy; and have the Garments of light upon 
you, with that welcome from Him, Shine, O Soul ; Thy 
light & come; the Glory of the Lord u riſen upon thee ! Now, 
tis nothing but a ſincere Watchful, Fruitful PIETY ; 
yea, nothing but a Life and Courſe of it, that will make 
ſure of ſuch a glorious departure for you. Oh! That 
you would come into it! 


And 
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And now, I call to mind, that 1 told vod, There is 

a Remarkable Term here uſed for the Death of our SA VIs / 
OUR, which deſerves to have a Notice taken of it. 
The Remarkable Term, which we render, His Deceaſe, 
or, Departure, is in the Original, His EXODUS. It is 
2 manifeſt Alluſion unto the gloriows departure of Iſraet 
out of Egypt. And ſome think, there. That the 
Aſcent of our SAVIOUR into the Heavens aſter His 
Reſurrection. may be included in this EXODUS of 
our SAVIOUR. Beleever, Make ſure of having an 
; SAVIOUR ; make ſure of having the 
Image of thy SAVIOUR ; Then thy departure out of 
this World at and by thy Death, will be like the glorious 
departure of Iſrael. ont of Egyp 
with the Songs of GOD in thy Mauth; In the depar- 
ture, there will not only be a going out, but alſo a going 
up; and a paſſing over to be Planted in the Mauntain 
of the place, which GOD has made for Him and His to | 
dwell in, and the Sanctuary which His Hands bave Eſta" |} 
bliſhed, It will be a departure from grievous Troubles 
into a ftate, where thou ſhalt ſee GOD, and have Him 
ſeeding of thee with the Food of Angelt. At thy depar- 
ture, thou mayſt Sing at this rate; The Leviathan 
which ſought to devour me, ſhall now. have na more 
to do with me- I am eſcaped. from the Mouth of 
the Crocodile, Satan, I am going, where thou canft 
: The Luſts, which held me in a, cruet 
Servitude, have now loft their power over me. I am 
forever delivered from thoſe worſe than Egyption- 

© Taskmafters. ' My Sins are all pardoned ;. che cry of 
them is now ſtopped ; the Dogs cannot wag a Tongue 
* againſt me. I am haſtening where I. ſhall; ſee the 
Glory of the Lord, I ſhall anon be in the plaaſan Land. 
flowing with Mill and Honey, were but an 
© bowling. Wilderneſs, in compariſion of That, which IL 

© am now-bound unto. Twil be a Lond, where 1 ſhall 

c hayg all Tears wiped form my. Ejesy and 1 ſhall be fer- 


c 


© not come. 


© A Land 
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ver with the Lord, Such a glorious departure; Oh! 
Let me dy the Death of the Righteous ones that have it; 
and let my laſt end be like Thezrs. | 

A very ancient and froward Rbetor long ago wrote, 
A Praiſe of Death ; But he fetch'd it from a Rhetorica- 
ting Enu jon of the Earthly Calamities undergone 
by Men bey dy; and Pliny fooliſhly enough co- 
pies after him. Ve have not ſo learned CHRIST; But we 
have learned from HIM, to welcome our Death, and 
even Praiſe the Dead on the account of the Heavenly Fe- 
cities, of the Everlaſting Habitations, which when we 
dy, we ſhall be receiv'd into, | 


a The Second Obſervation: 
6 


Death is to be thought on before it comes ; And the 
Apprehenſion of our Death is to be kept alive, 
when things go never ſo well with us in our life. 


Behold this matter exemplified in our SAVIOUR- 
The Death of our SAVIOUR was as yet ſeven or eight 
Months off; And yet His Death is now a main thing 
that His Holy Mind is working on. Our SAVIOUR 
was now in the higheſt lendor that could be wifh'd 
for, with ſuch waiting on Him, as better could not be 
asked for; And yet His Death is the main thing which 
He is now treated with. | 
Come then, let theſe two Leſſons of PIETY, find 
a Reception with us. | ob 
Firſt. O dying Man, Before thy Death do come upon 
thee, it ſhould be often, often, thought upon. Of ſome 
very fooliſh ones we read; Amos. VI. 3. They put far 
away the evil day. It is a very profane Speech, of them, 
who ſo ſpeak of a thing which they have never thought 
of at all, I thought no more of it, than of my dying day. 
A Death little thought on, will be a Death poorly pre- 
pared for, ſadly prepared for, Before the artival of 
Our 


unge 


Joice in them all, yet let bim remember the days of darkneſs. 
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our Death, we muſt make a Proviſion for it, by Repent- 
ing of all that has been amiſs in our life, and by embra- 
cing and obeying the only SAVIOUR, who has the 
Words of Eternal Life. All the Prayers, all the Cares, all 
the Pains of the longeſt life, are little enough, to make 
proviſion for the Death, in which all is to terminate, 
When we are lying on a Death-bed, and have the dim- 
neſs of the anguiſh of Death upon us, this is not the 
ſeaſon to provide for it. No; It muſt be Aforeband 
provided fer. Death muſt be Familiarized, that ſo it 
may be Facilitated. It is a thing to be often, often, 
thought upon; What Reflection will be moſt uneaſy in 4 
dying Hour? And now, avoid every thing that will 
afford a cauſe for ſuch Reflections. It is a thing to be 
often, often, thought upon ; What Aſſurances will be moſt 
ſupporting in a dying Hour? And now perform every 
thing that will furniſh with ſuch Aſurances, Oh! 
Think often on Death, before it comes, that ſo you may, 
be found fit for it when it cotnes. 

Secondly ; When we are never ſo well accommoda- 
ted, in our Life, in the midſt of our moſt gloriow Ace 
commodations, we are ſtill, to be apprehenſive of our 
Death approaching. Whatever Mountain we are got up- 
on, dream not, # ſhall never be moved from the ſtrong. 
Mountain, Remember, O Man living in high eircum- 
Rances ; Death will fetch thee down. It is wholeſome / 
Advice; Eccl. XI. 8. If « Man live many days, and Re- 


. 


Whatever Glory we may in this life be raiſed unto, in 
the midſt of it, let thy Death be thought upon; Think, 
Thu Glory won't cauſe the bitter Cup of Death to paſs from 
me. So, when the ancient Conquerors made their Tri- 
umphal Entries, there was an Officer that rode behind 
them in their Chariot, and as the People made their 
Acclamations, this Officer ſtill rounded them in the 
Ear with ſuch an Advice; Remember thou. art for all thu 
s djing Man! This Contemplation will Regulate and 
1 758 D 5 Moderate, 
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Moderate, our carriage under the good things beſtow'd 
upon us. This Contemplation will take off our Hearts 
from inordinate Regards unto all things here below. 
This Contemplation will help us to paß the time of our 
ſojourning here in the fear of GOD: The mixing of this 
Water with out Wine will keep us from Intoxications. II 
we forget our Death, we ſhall forget our Duty. Yea, 
They who forge: that they are to dy, will forget God. 
And what will they do, when Death ſhall tear them to 
| pieces, and there ſhall be none to deliver them ) , 


| | The Third Obſervation: 


ll The Death of a ſuffering SAVIOUR, is to be conſis 
\| dered in all the Glory that we are brought unto. 


Moſes and Elias appearing, in Glory unto our SA VI- 
s OUR, His Death is now ſpoken of. But could the 
| Saints poſſibly ſpeak of it, without owning that they 
| owed all their Glory to it! It is true, The Death of 
EF our SAVIOUR was not yet accompliſhed at Feruſalem. 
However, it had its Influence upon all the good, that 
had been done for the Children of GOD, before His 
Crucifixion, before His Incarnation, There was a Cove- 
nant of Redemption made between GOD the Father and 
GOD the SON, in which the Death of our SAVIOUR 
was conſented to, and reſolved on; And it was in the 
virtue of this Covenant, that good things were allowed 
unto the People of GOD, as purchaſed by the Death of 
our SAVIOUR, long before it was actually accom- 
pliſhed. Moſes and Elias, could not but ſay unto our 
W: SAVIOUR ; Lord, Unto the Death which thou art going 
to accompliſh at Jeruſalem, we are endebted for all the Glory, 
that we are now made partakers of, 1 
Well then; That we may come into an Harmony 
with the glorified Saints of GOD, let us now alſo con- 


Ader the Destb of our SAVIOUR, and the ſufferings | 
4 4 my which - 
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An Happy Departure. 17 
| | Which he accompliſhed at Jeruſalem, as the Price of all 
che glorious things, that are to be done for us. What- 
| ever Glory is conferred upon us, our Doxology upon it, 
| muſt be that; Worthy the Lamb that has been ſlain, to 
receive all the Glory! 

More particularly, 2 2 
Firft. The Glory of the Heavenly places; We are to 
conſider the Death of our SAVIOUR, as that which 
brings us to it. It is the Death of our SAVIOUR, that 
brings us to life Everlaſting. We are taught; Heb. X. 
19. We enter into the moſt Holy place, by the Blood of E- 
SUS. Our Sin hath ſhut the Gates of the Heavens up- 
on us. The Death of our SAVIOUR, being the Sacri- 
fice for our Sin, the Gates are ſet open for us. It makes 
us Rig bteous, and the order is given, Open the Gates, that 
the Righteous Nation may enter in. The Death of our 
SAAIOUR is that which Reconciles us to GOD, by 
making an Expiation for our Offences. Upon this 
Reconciliation, there is a way made for our coming to 
be, where He will be our GOD, and will dwell with 
us, and in us, forever. Our dear SAVIOUR was a 
Man of Sorrows and acquainted with Griefs, *Tis this that 
has bought for us, Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures forever 
more. Our dear SAVIOUR was deſpiſed and rejected of 
Men, Tis this that has bought for us the Glory, and 
Honour, and Immortality, of a Crown that fadeth not away. 
Our dear SAVIOUR Emptied Himſelf of every thing; 
was Cut off and had nothing. This Exinanition and Hu- 
miliation of His, bought for us unſearchable Riches, and 
brings us to Inherit all Things, When we come into our 
Glory, we ſhall fall down at the Feet of our SAVI- 
OUR, and ſay, O my dear SAVIOUR, *Tu thy dying for 
me, that bas brought me unto ths! We never ſhall come 
to Glory, without this confeſſion. | —9 
Secondly. The Spiritual Bleſſings, Which bring us td 
the Glory of the Heavenly places; the Death of our SA= 
VIOUR is to * as that Which brings them 
| 2 . _ 
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to us. *Tis in the Blood. of our SAVIOUR, that af 
Spiritual Bleſſings do ſwim down unto us. Thus we 
find; 1. Per. I. 19. Redeemed with the precious Blood of 
CHRIST. How do we attain to the Pardon of our Sin, 
and get from under that Guilt, that would keep the 
Bars of the Pit about us forever? Tis the Death of a 
dear SAVIOVR, on the account Whereof we are par- 
doned; The Blood of the Son of God which eleanſes from 
all Sin. How do we find a cure for the Diſtempers of 
our Minds, Which render us as uncapable as unworthy 
of being admitted into the Holy City! *Tis the Death 
of a dear SAVIOUR, that cures What is out of order 
in us. His Blood is the Balſam from Whence we have 
an Healed Soul, What is it that fetches us out of the 
Ruines, Whereinto We are fallen, and raiſes us up into 
living Temples of GOD? A dear SAVIOUR is the 
Temple of GOD. His Death brings us into that life, 
Wherein GOD will make us His Eternal Habitation. 
Such Spiritual Bleſſings have a Glory in them. O our dear 
SAVIOUR ; Thy Death muſt have the Glory of them, } 
Finally. And Why ſhould not the Death of our Sa- t 
VIOUR be conſidered, as the Price of all our Temporal I 
Bleſſings too? The Sons of Laban Will call ſuch things, 10 
their Glory. Be they ſo, if they can be ſo! But we t 
have by our Sins forfeited all our Temporal Bleſſings. If ii 
= the Juſtice of Heaven take not the Forfeicure, of this J 
Allo let the Death of a dear SAVIOUR have the Glory. 4 
In our Comfortable Houſes, think, My dear SAVIOUR had | 
not a place where to lay Hu Head; and therefore I bave this || t 
Dwelling-place. At our Comfortable Tables, think, My | « 
dear SAVIOUR ſuffered Hunger, and had Vinegar daſbd } 

with Gall given Him when He was thirſty: and therefore 
have 1 this Food convenient for me. Under our Comfor- \ 
table Garments, think, My dear SAVIOUR had His Gar- | V 
ments taken from Him; and therefore have I my double | Þ 
Cloatbing. All the Riches that we poſſeſs for GOD, as | V 
Well as from Him, *cis the Poverty of our SAVIOUR |? 
N ER that | 
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that may have the Glory of purchaſing it for us. In 
all our Glory, Oh! Let us thus Glory in tbe Lord. 


The Fourth Obſervation: 


When we are in the Glory of the Heavenly World; 
the Croſs, the Croß, Will then be foken of. 


Our Transfigured SAVIOUR, With His Glorsfied 
Prophets about Him; What is it that we find him ſpea- 
king of? The Sufferings Which He was to accompliſh 
on the Croſs, are the things now ſpoken of. The Croß, 
"tWas the Talk of the Holy Mountain 2 

When our SAVIOUR has brought us up to all the 
Glory of His Holy Mountain, verily, the Croß, the Croſs, 
by which He brings us thither, Will then and there be 
ſpoken of. 

More particularly. | 
' Firſt. In the Glory of the Heavenly World, we ſhall | 
Remember, the Croß of our SAVIOUR, as having been | 
the Ranſome of our Souls and What has brought us to al! 
| our Glory, We ſhall aſcribe it, unto what our SAVI- | 
, || OUR ſuffered at Feruſalem, that we are brought into 
| the New Feruſalem. The Redeemed of the Lord, ſhin- 
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ing in all their Glory, will fall down before the Lamb 
of God, With thelr Harps in their Hands, and their Gol- 
den Vials full of Odours, and Sing that New Song ; 

| | Rev. V. 9. Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt Redeemed us to God by 

Blood. The united Voice of the Glorified is; O our 

dear SAVIOUR, Thy Croſs, Thy Croſs, has brought ws ta all | 

our Glory. | | — 

| But then, Secondly ; In the Glory of the Heavenly 
World, we ſhall doubtleſs look back on the Croß, 

which our SAVIOUR would have to be the thing ap- 

I pointed for us, and adore His Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 

; | Which Would in that Way makes us the V-fels of Mercy, 
prepared unto Glory, Our SAVIOUR with Whom it 
| „ 
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Was ſo, will with us have it ſo, that the Crof muſt be 
the way to the Crown ; and, Act. XIV. 22. We maſt 
thro” much Tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God, And 
no, having finiſhed well and got up to the Inheritance 
of the. Saints in light ;_ Shall we not look back upon the 
Croß, which did indeed lift us up unto our Glory? *Tis 
true, We ſhall not look back upon the Crof we once 
endured, with any Renewal of our Grief. No, Now 
the former things will be paſſed away. Now thou ſhalt 
forget thy Miſery, and Remember it no otherwiſe than as 
Waters that paſs away. But, O Child of GOD, Thou 
ſhalt look back on thy Cref, with a Rapturous Admi- 
ration at the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of thy SAVIOUR, 
in appointing of it. Thou wilt look back and ſay, 
O my dear SAVIOUR, Now I ſee thou didſt mean unto Good, 
all the Evil that was done unto me. 1 could not well have 
been without any one of the Afflictions, which thou didſt once 
lay upon me. Thou wilt look back; and ſay; What ? 
Were the Sufferings of the former time, only to ripen me for 
the Incomparable Glory, which # now Reveled' What * 
Were my light Afflictions, which are but for a moment, only 
to work thu far more exceeding and Eternal Weight of Glo- 
7! What ? Was there Need for me to be in Heavineß, 
that thu Praiſe and Honour and Glory might come out of it! 
O wonderful! Ob! Why was 1 no more patient in Tribulati- 
on! O the Wiſdom, O the Goodneſs of my SAVIOUR, So 
wilt thou Sing among the Priefts of GOD with His 
Harps in their Hands, when thou art browght out of great 


. Tribulation. Why, why ſhould not ſuch be now afore- 


hand thy Songs here in the Houſe of thy Pilgrimage! 


© Theſe Contemplations, muſt now terminate in 
ſome Inſtructive Remarks on a Deceaſe, which is this 
Day, the matter of our Sorrow, yea, of a general and 
a very uncommon Sorrow: The Deceaſe of one, of 
whom, tho? he were pleaſed always to account, and 


ſweetly to approve, himſelf a SON- unto me, (as be- 
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he was, and earneſtly to be Remembred ; yet I muſt alſo 
take up a Lamentation in thoſe words, I am diſtreſſed 
for thee, my Brother, very pleaſant baſt thou been unto me. 

Truly, There are ſome things, which after b Dea 
ceaſe are to be Remembred of him; He is one of the 
Objects well worthy to be comprehended in that Ex- 
hortation, Remember them, follow their Faith, conſidering 
the End of their Couverſation, ** 

'Tis well known, That He was Honourably De- 
ſcended, of a Family that makes a Figure in our Iſrael. 
His Education agreeable to his Extraction, was Honou- 
rable, was Religious, was Liberal, and, anon, Acade- 


hence derived into him; and much of the GENTLE« 
MAN ſeen in his whole Behaviour. 

His Worthy and Aged -PARENTS, are yet ſurvi- 
ving; Tho' it will be well, if the Death of ſuch a 
SON, do not with a Sorrow that works Death, haften 
Theirs, and (as the Patriarch expreſs'd his Grief at the 
loſs of ſuch a SON) bring down their Gray- Hairs with 
Sorrow to the Grave. Such a SON, of whom they had' 


;t! Ican prevent their being utterly Inconſolable upon his 
Extinction, but their having the Sole and Grand Com- 
orter that ſhould releeve their Souls not far from them, on 
ſuch a ſad occaſion ! 123. 8 fs 
What I have yet ſaid of him, is the leaſt that is to 

1 1 


be ſaid, Majors Canamus 


His Conſciencious, and Conſpicuous PIETY was 


hat which above all things adorned him, and advanced 
> in him. It may truly be ſaid, He-ſhone in, The Beauties 
this f Holinefk. He was indeed an Inſtance of Early PIE- 
and ET, and the SPIRIT of GOD began to move bim at 
N of emes, before he had got out of his Childbaad. It might 
and pe ſaid of him, While be was yet Young, be began to ſeek 


be- ter GOD, Yea, It might be ſaid, V ben be was a Child, 
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mical. A Gentlemanly Temper and Carriage was 


ſo much cauſe to ſay, The ſame ſhall comfort as; What 14 
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che Love of GOD was in him. The firſt Eſſay of the 


table as very Obſervable to me, That I could plainly 
perceive him to grow in PIETY ; and Purity, and 


* 


Devotions wherein he took up the Religion of the Cloſer, 
was a little Remarkable. He pray d for bu Father and 
Mother, before be had ever in earneſt pray'd for bimſelf. 


When he was a very little Child, his Father and Mo- 
'ther going down the River in a ſmall Veſſel, a very 
' fudden and mighty Storm aroſe, wherein the Family 


and Neighbourhood were terrified with a Fear of their 
being utterly loft. Under the Terror hereof, the diſ- 
treſſed Child retired, and lifted up his Prayer and his 
Cry unto GOD, for the preſervation of his Father and 
Mot ber; and he was beard in that he fear d. Under the 


Conviction of his Duty thus begun upon him, he went 


on afterwards to pray for himſelf. And when he came 
in his further Adoleſcence to ſojourn at the Colledge, 
he was one who not only Aſiſted, but alſo Revived a 
SOCIETY of Scholars, that held their. private and 
weekly Meetings, for the Services of Religion. 
If he were ever in hazard of exceeding in any thing, 
it was in Innocent and Social Freedoms, and the oblig- 
ing Pleaſantries of a Friend that loveth at all times, But 
having an Opportunity by my Familiarity and Inti- 
macy with him to obſerve it, it was a thing as Comfor- 


Gravity: yea, ſo to improve in Real and Vital PIETY, 
that he began to mount up, as with the Wings of Eagles, 
in the more ſublime Flights of dwelling in GOD, and 
living by the Faith of the SON of God. 
Among the other diſplays of it, his Hatred and Hoy- 
ror of SIN, was what ſingularly affected me; yea, I 
thought, I felt, it gave profitable Stimulations to me. 
A brave Courage in Rebuking of Sin, and in appear- 
ingagainſt every thing, which threatened any Damage 
to the cauſe of ' PTETY, was what would well become 


a2 Champion, in the cauſe of GOD and of his People. 
Hs balked nothing, in declaring what He took to be 


the 
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the Counſel of God. He was af aid of no Man! 
When he received the Charge of this Flock more 
than five Years ago, (and was the laſt that was Ordai- 
ned by a Venerable Hand, which you have in Everlaſt 
ing Remembrance,) he ſoon gave laudable Teftimonies 
of his Fidelity to the Intereſts of PIETY ; and of hi 
deſerving to be reckoned among the precious Gifts 
our Aſcended SAVIOUR to His Churches in theſe Il- 
luminated Colonies. Anon, a4 Concern to do good, was 
diſcerned by his obſervers more notably to entiven him 
and actuate him. And, particularly, when he went 
a Journey, he, would ask Prayer and Advice, That where- 
ever be came, be might ſerve the beſt Intereſts, The Firſf 
Principles of NEW-ENGLAND, were % Prineiples. 
The Faith and Order of the Goſpel profeſſed in theſe 
Churches ; The pure and undefiled Religion of the Second 
Commandment ; The Scriptural purity of Worſhip, 
| which was the declared Aim of theſe Plantations ; 
g. The true Congregational Church-Diſcipline, as deſcribed 
2. in the RATIO DISCIPLINE, whereof he was one 
at of the Publiſhers ; Thefe lay near his Heart; Bar at 
ti- | the ſame time, a principal concern for that ſerious and 
- ſolid and ſubſtantial PIETY, whereto all is to be ſubor- 
ly | dinate and ſubſervient, and a Generous and Catholic 
1d | Defire to have the Terms of Salvation the only Terms of 
y | Communion ; What à vigorous concern was there 
-* | THEREFORE in him to have our Colledge (which yet 
nd forever indifferently Infru#s and Reward: all Scholars 
of whatever different Perſwaſions in Chriſtianity among 
14: | us) not laid waſte'or devoured by ſuch as wit h no good 
x | Intention would break down the Hedges thereof, but ſee 
it flouriſhing in all Encouragements of PIETY, and 
ar- | Induſtry, and Sobriety, and Erudition; Theſe things bo- 
ge | long to the CharaRer of this valuable Perſon , One of 
ne | thy deſirable Young Men, © NEW-ENGLAND. And 
te, | his Brethren, the Paſtors, whom our glorious LORD 
be | has of latter Yoars 3 upon the Churches of 
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bad now left in bim no Will of bu own. 
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BOSTON, with whom this Brother lived in the moſt 


Endearing Amity ; THESE have all of them ſo much 


of the ſame Character, that, O CITY highly favoured 
of rhe Lord, thou canſt not be too Thankful for ſuch in- 
eſtimable Bleſſings. The whole COUNTREY. will 
feel the ſweet Influences, of more than ſeven Stars, that 
Irradiate its Metropols. ay at Js 

In the time of his Health, he had [what the Mey of 
Thought juſtly bring among the Arguments to prove, 


. The Immortality of the Soul, | a ſtrong and ſtrange 


PRASAGE of an Early Death ; And when his Virtuous 
Conſort, under languiſhments wherein her life was much 
deſpaired of, expreſs'd unto him her Wiſhes about the 
Orphans, he yet in his perfect Health, plainly told her, 
That ſhe would be the Perſon, whom they would be left 


withal. 


So premature a Death! Mourn, O ye Fir-trees, for 
the Cedar is fallen. Before he was quite (tho' near) ar- 
Tived unto the Age of Jobn the Baptiſt, he muſt be found 
Tipe for Heaven, and at the Age of Thirty, be gathec- 
ed for it! With ſome whom God loves it muſt be ſo. 

Arreſted with a mortal Fever, in the time of his 11l- 
neſs, for ſome while he ſignified, his being willing to 
have lived ſomewhar longer, that he might a little fur- 
ther anſwer the deſign of living- But he did it, with 


ſo. profound a Reſignation to the Will of God, as I could 
not without ſome delight ſea Exerciſed and Exemplifi- 


ed. He told me, He hoped, he was entirely dead, and 


aoft vehemently to 
Charge thoſe about him, which he judged the Gharge 
moſt proper to be given to; That they. ald immedi- 
ately prepare for Death, by an eſfectual Flight unto their. S A- 


He took this Opportunity, ' moſt 


OUR. An excellent Servant of GOD, expired with 
thaſe words in his Mouth, An Intereſt in a CHRIST s | 


worth ten Thouſand Worlds: worth ten Thouſand: Worlds 


Ol che ſame Importance were the Werne which went 


, 


— — 


„ 
FF 


1 
P 
E 
E 
4 
þ 
P 
N 
I, 
7 
h 
$1 


. — — . — d 


— —— 


An "Happy Departure. „„ 15. 


h | as Arrows of a mighty Man, O !'thay they in the Effects, 
prove ſo! J from th vigilant Servant of GOD, as his 
1- | Expiration was coming om. He ſpoke of an awful 
11 Y ETERNITY, in Terms thiat could not but ſtrike an 
at Ae, into every Heart, that was not Harder than the 
I Northern Iron and the Steel. He ſet before them, the 
Folly and Madnefs of Delays ; His word wasDNOW or 
Never; NOW of Never 

NOW tbe Accepted Time, NOW tbe day of Salvation. 
At was nat long before we found him, not only Re- 
ning to the Wil of God, but alſo Triumphing over the 
Sting and Fear of Death, © rn 
was a juft ſpeech of Caſſiodorus, Dus mortem Tem- 
poralem metuat, cui Eterna vita promittitur? Why ſhould 
any Man be afraid of Temporal Death, who has Eternal 
Life enſured urgo him? Our Friend, who now ſleepeth 
had ſo! One that was to him, (and all of us) as the 
Golden Wedge of Ophir, ſaying to him, —— And if you 
get to Heaven, and come to taſte the ineffable Enjoyments of 
I, a little before'you have run thro' the ordinary 50 Na- 
U- Pere, where will be the Damage of it? He cheertully an- 
ro fwered, None at all! And then expreſſed his Aſſu 
ir- Trance of going into, Fulneſ of Foy, and Pleaſures forever 


More." 7 ? 
Sting him the Night before he died, I found him 
o ſpent, that He could hardly fpeak : but I asked him: 
an't you, Don't you, Rejoice in the Hope FA the Glory of 
J.4? He replied, firſt, more faintly; 1 % T4! T4 
But then, at once liſting up his Voice with his Hands, 
ge Ihe with a very loud Acclamation cried out, I Refoice'y 
1 Rejoice 5 I Rejoice! Yea, I do it with a Fog unſpehkable, 
and full of Glory And when I faid upon it, * What can 
we defire mort he more | ſoftly anſwered; I have ſaid 
u He ſpoke very little after this; But What little | 
e did ſpeik, ſhow'd the great Conſolations of Gol conti- 
aing with tüm to the la, —— He died Nobly; 
and in it he gate a Noble Demonſtration of what our 
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Ways, as well as in the Times of lex ap va 


fered by all the United Miniſters of the: EET by 180 


ing a Paſtor after Ha min Heart: upon them... nd, Ob 


vet Helge; Syrs, Let not the Sermons and. Cound 
| Warnings, which you have had hom 3 2 


vember how ga have received and bea 1197 y parri 
* cularly, the Excitations to FAMIL 18 E | 
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Cbriſtian Religion will bring unto, if it be liv'd 'd up ang un 
So to dy, is indeed no Dying: 'Tis but flyi 

the Wings of the Morning, into that Ar 


GOD, where 0 aur great NEBEN. 775 
lf ſhew endet ta the T But, ben, ben __ 


tho come unta us! 


The FLOCK wheretd this departed. Servant. of 
GOD belonged, are greatly to be commended for th 
Reſpects, which they paid unto: him, in many, © oeber 


lay Sick they ſet apart for him, wich the Nay 80 


king mare than once at che Door af Heav 
to Extort the Mercy of his 77 - And lam e 
it ſhould every Where he told for a Memorial of them. 

Aud now, may they have a Full Reward given the: 
from the Gad of Hrael! Very particularly, in his be ſtow- 


That in their purſuit: of this Rleſſing, they may not 
Fall out bx the way) But be kind/y affeQed. ane to. auat her 
it b Brothezly-lovey i in Honour preferring.one anat her: Ne 
oor fargetting that E F Maxim and Leſſon, 0 
You be ſubject one to 

| re in the mean time ; ſhall we not fie dead Abe 


ſtor in his Life; be buried wich, bi him at his Deal b. 


mong die Inculcations whereof, you have — for 
—.— the. part he had in the Eleven Lectures, Where 
with the Vazce of the Lord cried unto the City. upon it. 
Hany of you are not yet brought home unte G 8 
1 beſeech, you to conſider, Hbethar your Unf uithulne 

ungen ha - Miniſtry might not have a ſhare in mens 
Higwen 10 bereave you of in? Yea, Conſider, heh 
we Wee ain 7a) vor provoks che Holy Que 10 paſs 14 


3 Senten 


— 


Samtente upon you, : Never let any good Fruit be fund upon 


thems.- N * N n 1 

And let me mind you of This. Beſides and After 
all his other Sermasr, which you have had in, yea, and 
from, his Life, you have now one in his Death; His 
Death is a loud Sermon unto you, upon that ſolemn 
Text Eccl. IX. 10. Do with thy might what thy Hand 
finds to do. And it cries more audibly and awfully than 
the roaring of a Lion ; © O People of all Ages, and O 
© Young People in particular, Prepare for Death! Prepare 

© for Death! Get into good terms with Heaven, and 

© put not off that Proceſs of Repentance, which is the one 
* thing that u_Needful for it. 


Ky 2 If Miniſters may Dy in their Youth, certainly other 
People may do ſo too. O ! That the Living would lay 
thu to Heart ; And Remember their Creators in the days of 
their Youth, and let Him hear them ſaying to Him, 
Thou art my Father, and my Saviour, and the Guide of my 
Youth. You know, that your Paſtor, whoſe Deceaſe we 
have /poken of, had a ſingular ſollicitude for, and a ſin- 
gular ſatisſaction in, the animating of Early Piety. A 
Religious Das 4 of Young Men under his Infoe&i- 
on, and ſingularly dear nato „ art ſome of the 
living Witneſſes to This; and may they in the Remem- 
brance of his Inſtructions be very laſting ones- ©hil- | 
dren, let there be Foy in Heaven over you, upon that | * 
Repentance in you, which would have been upon Earth, 
if he had ſeen it, an Unutterable Foy unto your Paſtor, 
who is now gone to Heaven, 53 


— . — — 
" 


4 


take in me, to ſay, That the glorious Frames wherein 
this Bird of Paradiſe, took Wing for a better World, 
were a pungent Sermon upon another Text; Eren 
That, Pſal. XXXVII. 37. Mark the perfect Man, and 
behold the Upright; qr the End of that Man i peace. Let | 
3 JE ns 


And unto all People in every | air it will be ng wit 


CCC Ie aw 2 cn — 
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28 An Happy Departures - 

ſack a Son, and a glorious Death ſo worth all the 
laborious PIETY of the Jongeſt Life, awaken us to tread 
in the Imitable ſteps of ſuch a Man. Yea, Who a- 


mong us is there, that will not Wiſnh, Let me Dy the” 
Death f ſuch a Righteous Man, and let my laſt End, be 
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